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+ 
Intentions 

Explore the concepts of undue inducement 

and coercion 

Discuss the arguments linked to them 

Discuss REC role in protecting individuals 

from being subjected to such threats 



+ 
Payment in Research 

To talk about undue inducement, 

we need to consider related 

topics i.e. Payment in Research & 

Inducement. 

Undue inducement 



+ 
Real Ads 

 

  “You’ll be paid for your time…Free 

food…digital TV, pool table, video games, 

DVD player and now FREE internet 

access!” 

[payment £2000 for the X trial in Britain] 



+ 
What do you think: To pay or not to 

pay? Is it new? 



Alexis St. Martin: the earliest paid 

human subject 

“The Intrepid Guinea Pig of 

the Great Lakes” 

 In 1822, accidentally shot in 

the gut and left with a 

permanent gastric fistula. 

William Beaumont paid him 

room, board, and $150 a 

year for use of his stomach. 

 http://www.guineapigzero.com/AlexisStMartin.html 



Payment Today 

“Make $1,000's... Get paid hundreds weekly in 

additional cash income, part-time, while relaxing in a 

million-dollar, get paid research study… Yes, there are 

thousands of cash paying studies and even free 

medical care available!” 

  

“Get paid up to $1,000 weekly for safe sex research?” 

http://www.rxgetpaid.com 
 

http://www.rxgetpaid.com/


Provision of Other 

Goods 

Burial expenses for an autopsy study of cerebral 

malaria in Malawi. 

As an expression of gratitude to families who 

participate in the study after the death of their 

child, investigators provided burial expenses.  

There were concerns expressed that such an offer 

might be unduly influential. 



Concerns with payments: Why? 

Informed Consent 

Decrease in voluntariness 

Decrease in understanding 

 

Justice 

Economically disadvantaged population’ 

bearing an unduly large share of the risks and 

burdens of research 



+ Other concerns/debates on 

payment  

Scientific impact of payment: Participants conceal 

information to get enrolled, not report adverse 

events compromising science and jeopardizing 

safety  We actually don’t know 

By paying people we incentivize risks: we should 

not factor risks in payment, but don’t we pay 

workers more for accepting risk? 



+ 
What do subjects want? 

Interviewed 963 Ugandans 

Participants (paid/unpaid), decliners, residents 

of uninvolved communities, and community 

leaders 

72 % said subjects should be compensated 

40% money 

15% food 

22% health care 

5% health item 



+ 
Models of Payment 

Market Model 

Monetary incentives to help recruit the needed 

subject pool 

Pure incentive (supply and demand rule) 

 

Reimbursement Model 

Participation should not require                   

financial sacrifice by subjects 

Reimbursement for expenses 



+ 
Wage Payment Model 

Wage Payment Model 

Participation is like unskilled labor 

Working wage: payment for 

unskilled labor (10$/hr.) 



+ 

Inducement 

مغريات،بواعث، 

 مشجعات



+ 
What is it? 

Inducements are offers that get people to do 

things they would not otherwise do. 

Acceptable inducement 

Higher salaries for jobs 

Inducements in research 

Any activity to encourage participation 



+ 

Undue Inducement 

“Payment in money or in kind to research 

subjects should not be so large as to persuade 

them to take undue risks or volunteer against 

their better judgment.  Payments or rewards 

that undermine a person’s capacity to exercise 

free choice invalidate consent.”  

 CIOMS, 2002, Guideline 7. 



+ 
Why is it concerning? 

 “Undue inducements may be troublesome 

because: (1) offers that are too attractive may blind 

subjects to the risks or impair their judgment; and 

(2) they may prompt subjects to lie or conceal 

information that, would disqualify them from 

enrolling -- or continuing -- as participants in a 

research project.”   

 Office of Human Research Protection. IRB Guidebook.  



+ 
Another opinion 

Offers cannot constitute undue 

inducement in an appropriately approved 

study 

 

IRBs should not approve studies that 

expose subjects to serious risk of harm 

 Emanuel, J Law Med Ethics. 2004. 

 



+ 
After all 

Concerns about consent are misdirected 

If consent is compromised, improve the 

consent process 

 {بل اإلنسان على نفسه بصيرة}  a study found 

that only in low risk studies did it seem 

that subjects would hide information 



+ 
Undue Inducement- The Real Worry 

 Undue inducements are very attractive offers that 

lead people to do something to which they would 

normally have real objections based on risk or 

other fundamental values or preferences. 

“Acting contrary to important values” better 

captures the nature of undue inducement 

concerns. 



+ 
Examples 

Burial expenses for autopsy study. 

Depends on how autopsy is viewed and 

the attractiveness of burial expenses. 

May be unduly influential if participants 

likely to feel they have violated their 

values, undermined their dignity. 



+ 

Coercion 



Coercion إكراه، قسر، إجبار 

Often misunderstood as simply meaning a 

decision made under a set of bad or limited 

options or in the presence of strong 

influence. 

Because coercion is not a benign accusation, 

the concept is in need of clarification and 

should be used carefully. 



The Belmont Report defined it 

as 

 “Coercion occurs when an overt 

threat of harm is intentionally 

presented by one person in order 

to obtain compliance.” 

 

 National Commission, 1979 



Coercion Requires a Threat 

Classic case- “your money or your life” 

Structure- A wants B to do X.  If B does not do X, 

A will make B worse off than B was before the 

interaction.  “Wertheimer, Coercion. 1987” 

Some may claim that B’s decision may be 

voluntary in some strict sense.  The problem is 

that it’s made under a threat of harm. 



Can Payment be Coercive? 

Payment is an offer and not a threat. 

To be coercive, a subject who refuses 

must be made worse off than if he or she 

would have been if never asked. 

Payment for research is not coercive. 

 



Can Other Offers be Coercive? 

Burial expenses for autopsy study. 

Very attractive but not a threat. 

That people will enroll may be 

predictable, but this does not make an 

offer coercive. 



Coercion is Rare in Research 

Cases where revenge is likely 

Prisoner may receive poor treatment for refusing. 

A physician may threaten to abandon a patient 

who refuses to participate in a study. 

Perceived coercion is possible.  

Patient participates in a study because he fears 

his care is contingent on participation. 



+ A more pertinent 

threat is:  

Exploitation إستغالل 



Exploitation 

Raised as a concern when enrolling vulnerable 

populations. 

Example- Enrolling Cambodian sex workers 

without access to care in RCT of Tenofovir for 

HIV prophylaxis. 

“An exploitative transaction is one in which A 

takes unfair advantage of B.” Wertheimer, 

Exploitation. 1999. 



Payment in research &Concerns about 

Justice 

Pay will lead the poor to accept a 

disproportionate research burden. 

Empirically unknown- we don’t know who 

participates in research. 

What is the worry if risk is acceptable? 

What if people enrolling see participating 

as a net benefit and not a net burden? 



Concerns about Justice 

The real worry is one about exploitation, 

about taking advantage of people. 

 



+ ANY QUESTION OR 

COMMENT? 



+ Summary 

Payment in research 

Is practiced for long time 

Concerns is that it might interfere with 

validity of IC and justice 

 



+ 

Undue inducements  

Are very attractive offers that lead people to do 

something to which they would normally have real 

objections based on risk or other fundamental 

values or preferences 

RECs should not approve studies that expose 

subjects to serious risk of harm and community 

should collaborate to define and protect its 

values. 



+ Coercion 

Coercion is the presence of threat of 

harm or force that could make the 

coursed person worse off in some way 

if refused to participate 

Use “coercion” carefully, not regarding 

offers with no threat of harm. 

 



+ 

Exploitation 

A situation that leads to an imbalance 

of fair benefits between research 

participants and researcher/sponsor 

At the participants level, the REC is 

responsible for identifying such 

situations and protecting humans from 

being subjected to it.  

 



Thank you  


